
1978
Newman celebrated it’s 10th 
Anniversary with a mass held by 
Archbishop of Birmingham, George 
Patrick Dwyer. By this time more than 
2000 students have passed through 
the door.

Under threat of closure, Newman 
College and Westhill College formed 
a unique partnership as an Academic 
Association approved by the 
Secretary of State to share resources 
and enrich students’ experience. 
This also included many students 
travelling to Westhill College campus 
in minibuses, to use their resources.

1979
Newman now has approximately 
550 students and have a distinctive 
affiliated status with the University of 
Birmingham.

First Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education students graduate.

Newman has a new Principal in 
September, Dr Joan Cuming. 

Computers just starting to be used in 
classrooms in schools.

1980 1981
Graduation was unfortunately hit with 
severe snow, this did not stop the 
majority of students who turned up  
for their graduation ceremony. 

Students raised money for charity  
by dressing as clowns and frolicking 
in the street.

Westhill and Newman were the only 
colleges that were still affiliated with 
Birmingham University. In that same 
year only six Catholic Colleges` 
remained in England.

1982
30th May - Pope John Paul ll visited 
Britain, and the College was to be 
involved in singing and dancing at 
the Mass at Coventry Airport. Former 
member of staff Dr Francis Burns wrote: 

“ The weather was kind, the choir sang 
well, and it was said that the Pope 
could not stop himself admiring the 
dancers who added colour and 
movement to this unique occasion.”

The College had only 300 full-time 
Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) students. 
A new B.Ed was introduced, balancing 
teaching and academic subject studies, 
with three years for an Ordinary Degree 
and four years for the Honours.

The threat of closure…
9th August 1982 – Simon Quinlan 
was about to have a holiday and he 
thought he would water the plants. 
On checking the post he found 
a letter from the Department for 
Education and Skills (DES) showing 
that the College had not been 
allocated an intake of pre-service 
students for the following September. 
Later that day, the Secretary of 
State for Education, announced the 
proposal to close Newman College.

The fight to keep Newman open
30th September 1982 – A crucial 
meeting took place at the DES in 
London. Newman was not closed 
because of mass local support and 
petitions from Newman staff and 
students, which were presented in 
London. 7,500 signatures in one 
week were collected from Northfield, 
Harborne and Bartley Green. There 
were letters from Catholics who were 
concerned for Catholic Education, 
joined by parents and locals with 
discussion from national and 
local MPs, securing their support. 
Otherwise Newman College would 
have closed in 1986.  

8th November 1982 at 3:30pm a 
courier delivered a letter from the 
DES to the College with information 
that Newman had been allocated a 
recruitment figure and thus survived.

Crest was approved.
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